HOSIERY DISPLAYING DEVICE WITH ARRAYED MULTIPLICITY OF HOSIERY 

ATTACHMENT OPENINGS 

Background of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates generally to hosiery displaying devices and, more 

particularly, to such devices adapted for hanging display of a plurality of hosiery articles, e.g., 
from a conventional retail display fixture. 

One preferred means of displaying hosiery articles, e.g., pairs of socks in retail 
establishments is to suspend the socks from a display fixture using a hanger device which leaves 

10 all or a substantial portion of the hosiery article exposed. This method permits the potential 
purchaser to touch and examine the hosiery articles as well as offering the potential purchaser 
an immediate visual basis of comparison between various hosiery articles on display so that the 
purchaser may readily determine the appropriate color, fabric and construction of the hosiery 
article desired to be purchased. 

15 A number of hanger devices have been proposed for displaying hosiery articles in this 

fashion. One conventional hanger device is a single plastic hook having a hole at the lower end 
of the hook for receiving a plastic fastener inserted through a folded pair of hosiery to be 
suspended. While this form of hanger device achieves the aforementioned advantage of leaving 
the hosiery article substantially exposed for customer inspection, the hanger device is capable 

20 essentially only of displaying a single pair of hosiery, whereas in contrast retailers prefer to 
package hosiery in multiple pairs as a means of increasing sales volume and revenues. 

Accordingly, another conventional type of hosiery display device in common use in 
retail establishments comprises a clear plastic bag in which pairs of hosiery articles are 
contained and suspended by a one-piece plastic display hanger which supports an upper 

25 margin of the plastic bag. While this form of display device satisfies the retail objective of 

packaging multiple hosiery pairs, the use of a plastic bag prevents the customer from being able 
to touch and feel the hosiery articles prior to purchase. 

A popular form of improved hosiery displaying device which overcomes the 
disadvantages of these earlier devices is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,014,957. This patent 

30 discloses a hanger assembly capable of supporting multiple pairs of hosiery articles in 

suspended disposition from a conventional sock retailing display fixture. The hanger assembly 
basically includes an elongate main body portion and a longitudinally centered hook-shaped 
fixture attachment portion integrally formed from plastic. The main body includes a plurality of 
sock attachment openings spaced along the longitudinal extent in balanced relation to the 

35 hanging axis HA of the main body whereby a corresponding plurality of hosiery pairs may be 
attached to the main body at the attachment locations via a plurality of plastic fasteners. 



While the hanger assembly of this patent has met with significant commercial success, 
one disadvantage is that care must be taken to align the pre-formed openings in the device with 
the gun utilized to shoot fasteners through the hosiery and then through the hanger device in 
order to insure that the fasteners pass through the pre-formed openings. Also, the pre-formed 
5 openings may need to be located differently to accommodate different sizes and types of hosiery 
articles. 

Summary of the Invention 

It is accordingly an object of the present invention to provide an improved hosiery 
displaying device which incorporates all of the advantages and features of the device of U.S. 

1 0 Patent No. 5,014,957, while improving the ease of use thereof and otherwise providing 
additional advantageous features. 

The present invention achieves this objective by providing a hosiery displaying device 
basically comprising a main body having a hosiery attachment region defined by a multiplicity 
of openings formed through the main body in an array extending in both a longitudinal extent 

1 5 and a transverse extent of the main body, with each opening being of a configuration adapted 
for extension therethrough of a fastener element for securing an article of hosiery to the main 
body. In this manner, the arrayed multiplicity of openings simplifies and speeds the process of 
attaching hosiery articles to the device by eliminating the need to precisely align any individual 
opening with a fastener attachment gun or other device. The multiplicity of openings 

20 additionally enables the device to accommodate hosiery articles of different sizes and types 
without specially providing for different placement of the fastener openings. 

In a preferred embodiment of the present hosiery displaying device, the arrayed 
multiplicity of openings are arranged in the form of a grid wherein the openings are generally 
uniformly spaced relative to one another, e.g., in longitudinal rows and transverse columns. 

25 Preferably, the main body of the hosiery displaying device is generally planar and of a regular 
geometric shape with the array of openings disposed generally symmetrically of the 
longitudinal extent of the main body. For example, it is particularly preferred that the main 
body be generally rectangular and the array of openings be correspondingly rectangular and 
centered symmetrically with respect to the main body. 

30 According to another feature of the present invention, the hosiery displaying device 

further comprises a hanger portion extending from the main body generally centrally with 
respect to the longitudinal extent thereof. For example, the hanger portion may preferably 
comprise a hook-shaped projection from the main body, defining an entrance slot extending 
angularly away from the main body for receiving a hanging support, e.g., a retail display rod, 

35 for suspension of the main body therefrom. The hook-shaped projection preferably comprises a 
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flexible hook portion yieldable to open the entrance slot, thereby to accommodate placement of 
the device onto and removal from a retail display rod or other hanging support 

Another feature of the present invention provides a stabilizing portion extending from 
the main body opposite the hanger portion for supporting engagement with an article of hosiery 
5 when secured to and suspended from the main body. Preferably, the stabilizing portion is 
generally U-shaped with respect to the main body. 
Brief Description of the Drawing s 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a hosiery displaying device in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention; 
10 Figure 2 is a perspective view of the hosiery displaying device of Figure 1 in assembly 

with a plurality of pairs of socks for suspending the socks in a display from a conventional retail 
display fixture; and 

Figure 3 is a side elevational view of the hosiery display assembly of Figure 2, in partial 
vertical section taken along line 3-3 thereof. 

15 Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings, a preferred embodiment of the hosiery 
displaying device of the present invention is illustrated and generally designated at 10. As best 
seen in Figure 1, the displaying device 10 basically comprises a main body 12 having an 
elongate longitudinal extent LE and a central hanging axis HA perpendicular to the longitudinal 

20 extent LE, a hanger portion 14 projecting from one side of the main body 12 centrally with 
respect to the longitudinal extent LE and in alignment with the hanging axis HA and a 
stabilizing portion 16 extending from the opposite side of the main body 12. Advantageously, 
the main body 12, the hanger portion 14 and the stabilizing portion 16 may be conveniently 
formed integrally with one another from a planar sheet of plastic such as by a conventionally 

25 stamping, molding or other suitable forming process. 

The hanger portion 14 is configured in the form of a hook 18 to engage and hang from a 
retail hosiery display rod 20 (Figs. 2 and 3) or other conventional retail display fixture. The 
hook 18 preferably defines a relatively narrow entrance slot 22 opening into a circular rod 
receiving area 24 sized and configured in conformity to the retail display rod 20, with the slot 22 

30 extending from the rod receiving area 24 upwardly and angularly away from the main body 12. 
The transverse dimension of the slot 22 is preferably about the same as or may even be slightly 
smaller than the cross sectional display rod 20. Preferably, the outwardly projecting free end of 
the hook 18 is sufficiently flexible to yield to open the slot 22 for easy placement of the hanger 
portion 14 onto and removal from the display rod 20 or other support fixture. 
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The main body 12 is preferably of a rectangular configuration, although various other 
forms of regular geometric shapes may also be utilized. In accordance with the present 
invention, a multiplicity of hosiery attachment openings 26 are formed through the main body 
12 in an array generally uniformly spaced relative to one another, e.g., in longitudinal rows and 
5 transverse columns as shown in Fig. 1, collectively forming a grid 28 of substantially the same 
rectangular (or other geometric) shape as the main body 12 and disposed symmetrically with 
respect thereto. As more fully explained below, each of the openings is sized and otherwise 
configured to be adapted for receiving a conventional fastener element (e.g., fastener 30 as 
shown in Fig. 2) extended through the opening to secure an article of hosiery to the main body 

1 0 12 and thereby to be suspended in hanging relationship therefrom. 

The stabilizing portion 16 basically comprises a pair of legs 32 projecting downwardly 
from the opposite ends of the main body 12 at the side thereof opposite the hanger portion 14 
and a connecting web 34 laterally extending between and bridging the lower ends of the legs 32, 
thereby forming the stabilizing portion 16 overall in a generally U-shape. 

15 As will thus be understood, the hosiery displaying device 10 is adapted to support 

multiple pairs of substantially any type of hosiery, particularly socks, as representatively 
designated by sock pairs 36, 38 in Figure 2, in a balanced suspended disposition from a 
conventional hosiery retail display fixture. By way of example, the displaying device 10 is 
illustrated in Figures 2 and 3 as supporting six pairs of socks in two sets of three pairs each, but 

20 it will be understood that a greater or lesser number of pairs may be supported as desired. 

As previously indicated, the sock pairs are attached to the main body 12 by conventional 
plastic fasteners 30 of the type basically comprising a thin elongated body stem 31 with laterally 
projecting retainer portions 33 at the opposite ends of the stem 31. As is known, such fasteners 
30 may be projected through textile fabrics via a conventional installation gun. Advantageously, 

25 the multiplicity of openings 26 arrayed within the grid 28 of the main body 12 provide 

numerous locations for such fasteners 30 to penetrate readily through the main body 12 without 
the necessity of carefully aligning the fastener installation gun within any individual opening, 
thereby greatly simplifying and speeding the process of attaching the sock pairs 36, 38 to the 
device 10. 

30 The advantageous feature of the display device of US Patent No. 5,014,957 is still 

achieved by facilitating the placement of the sock pairs 36, 38 equidistantly from the hanging 
access HA so as to cause the sock pairs 36, 38 to hang in balanced suspension from the main 
body 12 with its longitudinal extent LE in a generally horizontal disposition, thus orienting the 
sock pairs in mutually side-abutting relation to provide a pleasing aesthetic symmetry when 

35 hung from the display rod 20 or other display fixture. 
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As depicted in Figures 2 and 3, the sock pairs 36, 38 may be advantageously attached at 
both side surfaces of the main body 12 so that the device 10 is substantially covered by the sock 
pairs 36, 38 except for the hanger portion 14. In such an arrangement, the stabilizing portion 16 
advantageously provides support for the downwardly extending suspended portions of the 
5 sock pairs 36, 38 which insures a neat and uniform overall appearance of the retail display of the 
hosiery. As desired, a paper band 40, e.g., of a conventional construction having an inward 
adhesive surface and an outward surface printed with advertising, labeling and such thereon, 
may be provided for encircling the suspended portions of the sock pairs 36, 38 about the 
stabilizing portion 16. Advantageously, the hosiery displaying device 10 resist efforts to tamper 

10 with or remove individual sock pairs supported thereby, since the sock pairs are bound together 
by the device 10 in combination with the fasteners 30 and the paper band 40. 

It will therefore be readily understood by those persons skilled in the art that the present 
invention is susceptible of broad utility and application. Many embodiments and adaptations of 
the present invention other than those herein described, as well as many variations, 

15 modifications and equivalent arrangements, will be apparent from or reasonably suggested by 
the present invention and the foregoing description thereof, without departing from the 
substance or scope of the present invention. Accordingly, while the present invention has been 
described herein in detail in relation to its preferred embodiment, it is to be understood that this 
disclosure is only illustrative and exemplary of the present invention and is made merely for 

20 purposes of providing a full and enabling disclosure of the invention. The foregoing disclosure 
is not intended or to be construed to limit the present invention or otherwise to exclude any 
such other embodiments, adaptations, variations, modifications and equivalent arrangements, 
the present invention being limited only by the claims appended hereto and the equivalents 
thereof. 
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